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Предисловие

Ускоряющиеся процессы глобализации выводят на передний план проблемы межкультурной коммуникации. В современных условиях от осуществляющих общение представителей различных национальных и культурных формаций требуется не только свободное владение лексическим и грамматическим материалом, фонетической стороной речи, но и умение адекватно передать информацию, используя средства иностранного языка. При этом необходимо учитывать культурные реалии зарубежных стран, принимать во внимание особенности мировосприятия того или иного народа. 
В значительной степени упростить процесс общения может усвоение при изучении иностранного языка определенного набора речевых клише – формализованных с точки зрения единства лексики, грамматики и культурного наполнения формул общения, которые можно использовать по мере необходимости при возникновении той или иной ситуации общения. Усвоение подобных клише является оправданным и весьма полезным, т.к. все повседневное общение в значительной мере построено на обсуждении ограниченного набора тем, к которым можно отнести поход в ресторан, встречу с друзьями, прием гостей, устройство на работу, посещение банка, покупки, хобби и некоторые другие.
Настоящее пособие содержит тексты и диалоги, построенные по тематическому признаку и посвященные актуальным темам межличностного общения. При отборе текстов был соблюден принцип «от простого к сложному»; коммуникативная ценность каждого из предлагаемых речевых образцов при этом одинакова. Наиболее сложные для понимания слова и иноязычные реалии вынесены в лексический комментарий, который в ряде случаев содержит не только перевод, но и краткое объяснение того или иного явления.
Предлагаемые после текстов и диалогов тестовые задания направлены на контроль понимания материала, развитие у студента навыков поискового чтения. Данные тесты могут быть рекомендованы как для аудиторной работы под руководством преподавателя, так и для самостоятельной работы дома.

Пособие рекомендовано для студентов дневного, вечернего и заочного отделений вузов, а также всех, кто хочет совершенствовать свои навыки устной речи на английском языке.
Read the following text and do the assignments below
Going Shopping

Mrs. Smith is going shopping with her son. They are looking for a present for Mr. Smith's birthday. Mrs. Smith wants to buy him a new camera and Tom wants to buy him a jumper.

They drive to the department store on the high street. Mrs. Smith uses the escalator to go to the Electrical Department on the third floor and Tom takes the stairs up to the Men's Clothing Department on the first floor.

When she gets to the Electrical Department she finds that cameras are sold in the Photography Department on the ground floor. She takes the elevator down and asks the sales assistant there for some help. She doesn't know much about cameras and needs some advice. He recommends an automatic camera by “Olympus”, but it is too expensive. She asks him if he has anything a little cheaper and he tells her about a special offer on the “Pentax” range. It still seems expensive, so she thanks the assistant and decides to shop around first.

Meanwhile, Tom is looking at the jumpers. He only has £10 to spend, so he can't afford most of them. He sees his mother and they decide to go to the smaller shops round the corner. 
Vocabulary notes
high street – главная улица
shopping-mall – гипермаркет 

£ – символ, обозначающий денежную единицу Великобритании фунт стерлингов (pound sterling)
range – зд. витрина
ground floor – первый этаж. В англоязычных странах первый этаж обозначается как ground floor (дословно «этаж земли»), а нумерация второго и последующих этажей начинается с first floor.
1. What department does Mrs. Smith go to first?
A The Men's Clothing Department
B The Electrical Department
C The Photography Department
D The Women's Clothing Department
2. How does Mrs. Smith get around the store?
A She walks up the stairs and takes the elevator down
B She takes the elevator up and the escalator down
C She walks up and down the stairs
D She takes the escalator up and the elevator down
3. How much does Tom have to spend?
A £15

B £10

C £20
D £50
4. What department does Tom go to?
A The Women's Clothing Department
B The Men's Clothing Department
C The Photography Department

D The Electrical Department
5. Mrs. Smith went into town alone.
A False

B True
C Don’t know
6. Where are the cameras sold?
A The Photography Department
B The Electrical Department
C The Men's Clothing Department

D The Women's Clothing Department
7. Did they walk to the shops?
A No

B Yes
C Don’t know
8. Where do Mrs. Smith and Tom go after the department store?
A To the supermarket round the corner
B To the shops round the corner
C To the bakery round the corner
D To the huge shopping-mall
9. Were they were looking for a Christmas present?
A No

B Yes
C Don’t know
10. Can Mrs. Smith afford the Olympus camera?
A No

B Yes
C Don’t know
 Read the dialogues. Choose the correct answer
Coming for Tea

It's Friday afternoon and John's friend Mark is coming for tea tomorrow. 
Mrs. S: John, is Mark coming for tea tomorrow? 
John: Yes, mum, I told you yesterday! 
Mrs. S: Oh, did you? Sorry, I must have forgotten. 
John: What are we having? 
Mrs. S: I don't know yet, I was just writing out the shopping list. What sort of things does he like? 
John: Anything, just about; I know he hates pasta though. He never eats school dinner if it's pasta. 
Mrs. S: OK, what about pizza?
John: Yeah, pizza would be great, not too much salad though please, mum. 
Mrs. S: How about a fruit salad for pudding instead? 
John: With ice cream? 
Mrs. S: Yes, OK. 
John: Great, I can't wait! 

It's Saturday and John's friend Mark has just arrived. 
John: Hi, Mark! 
Mark: Hi, John, how's it going? 
John: Fine, and you? 
Mark: Oh, you know. 
John: Yeah, tell me about it. 
Mrs. S: Hello, Mark, how are you?
Mark: Very well, thank you, Mrs. Smith. 
John: Mum, can we go and play in my room? 
Mrs. S: Yes, after tea. We're having pizza tonight Mark, is that alright? 
Mark: Yes, Mrs. Smith, that should be fine, but I am a vegetarian. 
Mrs. S: Oh John, you didn't tell me! 
John Sorry, mum, I didn't know. 
Mrs. S: Well, it's just as well I bought mushroom pizza as well then, isn't it? 
Mark: I'm sorry if it's any trouble, Mrs. Smith. 
Mrs. S: Don't worry, Mark, it's not your fault, we can eat the salami pizza and you can have the mushroom one. Why don't you both go and play upstairs, tea will be a little bit longer than expected! 
John: This way, Mark.
1. Mark comes for tea on Friday.

A True

B False

2. John hasn't told his mum that Mark is coming for tea.

A True

B False

C Don't know
3. Mark never eats pasta.

A True

B False

C Don't know
4. John loves salami.

A True

B False

C Don't know
5. John tells his mum that Mark is a fussy eater.

A True

B False

C Don't know
6. Mark will eat anything.

A True

B False

C Don't know
7. John's mum has only pizzas with meat.

A True

B False

C Don't know
8. Vegetarians don't eat meat.

A True

B False
9. John and Mark eat after playing.

A True

B False

10. Mark enjoys his meal.

A True

B False

C Don't know
Read the dialogue. Choose the correct answer
New Neighbours
It's Saturday morning and something is happening next door.
Joan: Steve, what's all that noise outside?
Steve: Just a minute, I’ll have a look. ....... Oh! It looks as if the new next door neighbours are moving in.
Joan: Oh, it's a bit early, isn't it? Ah well I guess we'd better get up.
Steve: It's amazing how quickly the houses are selling round here, the Browns only put it on the market a month ago.
Joan: Where did they move to?
Steve: I think he told me they were buying a detached house in Surbiton.
Joan: Sounds nice. I hope the new neighbours are nice.
Steve: Well, I was speaking to Mr. Brown last week. He told me they were a young couple with two daughters. They liked the house because it was near a good school.
Joan: Two daughters! That will please John.
Steve: Ha! Maybe we'd better pop next door and say hello.
Joan: Yes, and maybe we'd better start thinking of selling too. I'd like a detached house in Surbiton as well!
Steve: Hmm.

Vocabulary notes
Surbiton – Сурбитон, жилой район Лондона, расположенный на правом берегу реки Темзы. В настоящее время является одним из самых дорогих и престижных районов города. Входит в состав внутригородского округа Кингстон-апон-Темс (borough Kingston upon Thames)
detached house – особняк
semi-detached house – строит. сблокированный дом; зд. половина двухквартирного дома с отдельным входом
pop next door – разг. забежать в гости к соседям

put something on the market – выставить ч.-л. на продажу
move in – переезжать, въезжать в новую квартиру

amazing – изумительный, ошеломительный
1. It's Sunday afternoon.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

2. There's a lot of noise.

A True

B False

3. The noise is coming from upstairs.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

4. The neighbours are moving out.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

5. Steve and Joan are in bed.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

6. A lot of houses in the area are for sale.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

7. The Browns have bought a semi-detached house.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

8. The new neighbours are nice.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

9. The new neighbours have children.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

10. They liked the house because it was cheap.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say
Read the dialogue. Do the assignments below
Eating Out
It's 8pm. Mr. Smith (Jack) and Mrs. Smith (Jill) are celebrating their 10th wedding anniversary. They have just arrived at the restaurant.
Mr. Smith: Well here we are. What do you think?
Mrs. Smith: It's lovely Jack. Are you sure we can afford it?
Mr. Smith: Well, I may have to do some washing up, but you're worth it.

The waiter arrives.
Waiter: Good evening sir, Madame.
Mr. Smith: Good evening. We have a reservation for a table for two in the name of Smith.
Waiter: Yes sir. May I take your coats?

The waiter takes their coats and hangs them up.
Mr. and Mrs. Smith: Thank you.
Waiter: You’re welcome. Would you like to come to the table or would you prefer to order in the bar?
Mr. Smith: I wouldn't mind an aperitif. We'll order in the bar.
Waiter: Please follow me, I'll bring you the menu in a moment.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith order their drinks at the bar and sit down to look at the menu.
Mrs. Smith: Oh dear Jack, it's all in French!
Mr. Smith: Well that's what we're paying for. Don't worry I've got an idea.
Waiter: Are you ready to order sir?
Mr. Smith: Not really. Could you recommend something?
Waiter: Certainly sir. The fresh lobster is particularly good this evening and for starters may I recommend a light consommé?
Mr. Smith: Sounds lovely, what do you think dear?
Mrs. Smith: Oh yes, I love lobster.
Waiter: So, that's two consommé and two lobsters. Would you like to look at the wine menu?
Mr. Smith: Why don't you bring us what you think will go best. Nothing too expensive though.
Waiter: No problem sir. I'll call you as soon as your table is ready.

The waiter walks away.
Mrs. Smith: You are clever Jack, but what about dessert.
Mr. Smith: Don't worry, they bring round a sweet trolley, so we just point at what we fancy!
A while later Mr. and Mrs. Smith have finished eating and are drinking coffee.
Waiter: Was everything to your satisfaction?
Mr. and Mrs. Smith: Yes, lovely thank you.
Mr. Smith: The whole meal was delicious, our compliments to the chef. Unfortunately we have to be back for the baby-sitter so could we pay now?
Waiter: Certainly sir, I'll bring you the bill. Would you like me to order you a taxi.
Mr. Smith: Yes that would be great, thank you.
Mrs. Smith: What a nice man, we must leave him a good tip.
Mr. Smith: Yes, of course.

Vocabulary notes
wedding anniversary – годовщина свадьбы
wash up – мыть посуду. В данном случае мистер Смит имеет в виду, что, возможно ему придется после ужина остаться в ресторане мыть посуду, т.к. ресторан дорогой и денег может не хватить. В англоязычных странах, в особенности в США, мытье посуды является весьма распространенной мерой наказания для тех, кто в ресторане не может расплатиться по счету
reservation – бронирование столика в ресторане

aperitif – аперитив. В качестве аперитивов используют алкогольные напитки, безалкогольные напитки, соки. Среди популярных аперитивов шампанское, портвейн, кампари, ракия, минеральные воды, газированная, содовая и простая охлажденная вода
lobster – омар; мясо ракообразных

consommé – консоме, крепкий бульон из мяса или дичи. Классическим консоме считается бульон, приготовленный из куриного и говяжьего фарша, однако сейчас в меню ресторанов можно встретить консоме не только из мяса, но и из спаржи, свеклы, апельсинов и других овощей и фруктов.
starter – первое блюдо, подаваемое во время трапезы; закуска

delicious – приятный; очень вкусный

baby-sitter – приходящая няня. В англоязычных странах обычной практикой является приглашение няни на несколько часов вечером, когда оба родителя отсутствуют дома, например, с целью посещения ресторана или кинотеатра
tip – чаевые; небольшой подарок (обычно денежный)

chef – шеф-повар

sweet trolley – тележка с кондитерскими изделиями, торговля которыми осуществляется в зале ресторана
1. It's eight o'clock in the morning.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

2. The Smiths are late.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

3. The Smiths order in the bar.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

4. Mr. and Mrs. Smith speak French.

A True

B False

5. The restaurant is expensive.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

6. Jill dislikes lobster.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

7. They ask for the dessert menu.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

8. They really enjoy the meal.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

9. The meal costs too much.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say

10. Mr. Smith drives home.

A True

B False

C Doesn't say
Read the following dialogue. Choose the correct answer
At the Bank
It's Saturday morning and Joan's gone to the bank
Joan: I'd like to open a bank account, please. 
Cashier: Certainly. Do you have some form of identification? 
Joan: Yes, I bought my passport. Is that OK?
Cashier: Yes. We also need proof of your current address. Do you have a utility bill or your driver's license with you? 
Joan: I've got my driver's license. 
Cashier: What kind of account did you want? 
Joan: Well I want a deposit account and a savings account. 
Cashier: That's fine, we do both. Do you have any proof of income? 
Joan: Yes, I bought my pay slips for the last three months. 
Cashier: Good. You could also apply for a credit card at the same time, if you like. 
Joan: Yes, that would be great. 
Cashier: OK. If you would like just fill out these forms...
Vocabulary notes
form of identification – удостоверение личности
utility bill – квитанция об оплате коммунальных платежей
driver's license – водительские права
deposit account – срочный вклад, сумма денег, переданная лицом кредитному учреждению с целью получить доход в виде процентов, образующихся в ходе финансовых операций со вкладом
savings account – сберегательный счет, банковский вклад, предназначенный для непрерывного накопления средств для крупных покупок. Особенностью данного вклада является то, что счет можно пополнять достаточно мелкими суммами, к тому же возможно частичное изъятие средств.
income – доход, денежные средства или материальные ценности, полученные государством, физическим или юридическим лицом в результате какой-либо деятельности
1. Joan is at the building society.

A True

B False

C No information

D It’s not Joan who is at the building society
E Joan isn’t alone at the building society

2. The cashier asks for her identification card.

A True

B False

C No information

3. Joan uses her passport as her ID.

A True

B False

C No information

4. Joan can drive.

A True

B False

C No information

5. Joan wants to open more than one account.

A True

B False

C No information

6. Joan asks for a deposit account and a credit card.

A True

B False

C No information

7. Joan works in a bank.

A True

B False

C No information

8. Joan has been working for three months.

A True

B False

C No information

9. Joan can't have a credit card.

A True

B False

C No information

10. The cashier fills in the forms for Joan.

A True

B False

Read the following dialogue. Do the assignments below

The Job Interview

Interviewer: So, you've applied for the Saturday position, right?
John: Yes, I have. 
Interviewer: Can you tell me what made you reply to our advertisement? Did you like our offer?
John: Well, I was looking for a part-time job to help me through college. And I think that I'd be really good at this kind of work. 
Interviewer: Do you know exactly what you would be doing as a shop assistant? 
John: Well I imagine I would be helping customers, keeping a check on the supplies in the store, and preparing the shop for business. 
Interviewer: That about covers it, you would also be responsible for keeping the front of the store tidy. What sort of student do you regard yourself as . . . did you enjoy studying while you were at school? 
John: I suppose I'm a reasonable student. I passed all my exams and I enjoy studying subjects that interest me. 
Interviewer: Have you any previous work experience? 
John: Yes. I worked part-time at a take-away in the summer holidays. 
Interviewer: Now, do you have any questions you'd like to ask me about the position? 
John: Yes. Could you tell me what hours I'd have to work? 
Interviewer: We open at 9.00, but you would be expected to arrive at 8.30 and we close at 6.00 pm. You would be able to leave then.
Interviewer: Well… I think I have asked you everything I wanted to. Thank you for coming along to the interview. 
John: Thank you. When will I know if I have been successful? 
Interviewer: We'll be making our decision next Monday, we'll give you a call.
Vocabulary notes
shop assistant – продавец
part-time job – работа по совместительству, не на полный рабочий день

position – зд. должность

check – контроль; проверка

customer – покупатель 

supply – снабжение; поставка
1. John failed some of his exams.

A True

B False

C Didn’t say

2. He saw the advertisement in the local newspaper.

A True

B False

C Didn’t say

3. The job is full time.

A True

B False

C Didn’t say

4. John has left school.

A True

B False

5. John would start work at 9.00.

A True

B False

C Didn’t say

6. The job is in a shop.

A True

B False

7. John will start the job on Monday.

A True

B False

C Didn’t say

8. John would be working in the electrical department.

A True

B False

C Didn’t say

9. The job isn't paid for very well.

A True

B False

C Didn’t say

10. He wouldn't have to deal with customers.

A True

B False

C Didn’t say

Read the text and check your comprehension

Body Language

When we communicate with others, we express our thoughts and feelings not only through the words we choose, but also through our tone of voice, facial expression and body language. In fact, many communications experts believe that far more information is communicated non-verbally (without words) than verbally (with words). "Body language" is an important part of non-verbal communication.

Body language includes many different aspects of our every day physical behaviour: the way we greet one another; how we stand, how we sit or walk; the way we position our arms and legs or use our hands and eyes are some of the most basic.

To learn another language is more than just learning words and grammar, it involves learning about another culture, too. We learn much of our own culture's body language before we learn to speak, from the time we are children, usually without even being aware of it.  And that body language varies from culture to culture, so it's something to which second language learners should pay attention.

So, how attuned are you to other people's body language? Try this little experiment.  Turn the volume on the television right down while you watch people interact on the screen. You may find it is more difficult to understand what's happening between people from unfamiliar cultures.

Sometimes, cultural differences in appropriate body language can cause discomfort or misunderstandings too. For example, there are definite cultural differences in how much distance should be kept between two people who are speaking together. If you are used to people keeping their distance, you will feel very uncomfortable, and probably move away repeatedly, if someone keeps trying to stand closer to you at a party!  We call this the "personal comfort zone".

Another common example of misunderstanding is the use of a smile. In some Asian cultures, a smile can show embarrassment or apology. However, smiling back at a teacher who is unhappy with you, or a stranger whose foot you accidentally stepped upon is probably not a good idea in most English speaking cultures! Also, you should not assume that nodding your head means "yes" or that shaking your head means "no" or vice versa.  Yes, you can even get that wrong, with potentially disastrous consequences.

Even speakers of the same language, such as British, American, or Australian people, may not use the same body language and must adapt if they wish to communicate successfully.  British people are said to be more reserved and formal, in general, and this is reflected in their body language.  Americans are considered more open and outgoing, while Australians are seen as casual and relaxed.

It's worth learning, understanding any underlying cultural or regional attitudes can help you learn how to understand and use body language to improve your communicative abilities.

Just as you should not allow a fear of making language mistakes prevent you from speaking, you should not be overly afraid of using inappropriate body language in an unfamiliar culture. Most people will understand that people from different cultures may not always use body language in the same ways. All the same, it's definitely advisable to learn as much as possible about the body language of a new culture, and to use careful observation to avoid making any mistakes.

Vocabulary notes
attune – подготавливать; приспосабливать; приучать

aware – знающий; осведомленный; сведущий

interact – взаимодействовать; влиять друг на друга
misunderstanding - неправильное понимание; неверное толкование; неправильное представление; недоразумение; разногласие

outgoing – дружелюбный; коммуникабельный; общительный
reserved – скрытный; сдержанный; замкнутый; необщительный; неразговорчивый

advisable – достойный быть рекомендованным, предложенным
1. Can body language reflect cultural or regional attitudes?

A Yes

B No

C Doesn’t say

2. How can television or video help us understand more about body language?

A  Television and video let us listen more easily to the words people use

B We cannot learn about body language from television or video

C We can watch people interact without listening to the words they use

D A and B
E B and C
F A and C
G None of the above

3. In general, Australians are seen as:

A Reserved and formal
B Casual and relaxed
C Open and outgoing
D None of the above

4. Body language is a kind of non-verbal communication.

A Yes

B No

C Doesn’t say

5. In all cultures:
A Shaking your head means, "no"
B Nodding your head means, "yes"
C Shaking your head means, "yes"
D Nodding your head means, "no"

E A and B

F C and D

G None of the above

6. Understanding body language can help you communicate better.

A Yes

B No

C Doesn’t say

7. Most people will understand cultural mistakes with body language, so.

A We don't need to pay much attention to a new culture's body language

B We should be extremely careful about our use of body language in a new culture

C We should learn about a new culture's body language but not worry too much about making mistakes

D None of the above

8. All native English speakers use the same body language.

A Yes

B No

C Doesn’t say

9. We should pay attention to body language because.

A It varies from culture to culture
B It may cause misunderstandings
C A and B
D It doesn’t say

10. Which one of the following is not an example of body language?
A The way we stand

B The words we use

C The way we use our hands

D A and B

E B and C

F A and C

G All of the above

H None of the above
Read the text and test your comprehension

Video Games ... Are They Good For You?
While it may be disliked by parents, girlfriends and wives around the world, the video game industry is a permanent part of our world. From its humble beginnings in the 1980s, the video game industry has exploded into a ten-billion dollar subculture.

Hopefully, you can use some of this information to help convince the non-gamers in your life that you’re not just wasting your time. It probably won’t change their attitude a great deal, but it should help. However, if you’re neglecting your homework, your relationship or your hygiene due to video games…well…this all won’t matter much.

Stress Relief

Video games are an excellent way to relieve stress. For the average non-gamer, in fact, spending 15 or 20 minutes a day playing an easy to learn, though difficult to conquer, game like Tetris or Minesweeper will do wonders for stress relief. However, the more complex and involved games may actually be more effective than their simpler brethren.
Some people read a book or watch a movie as a way to get their mind off of their problems. Basically, they allow people to be transported to a fictional world for a while. In that area, video games are actually the most effective form of release, because they provide a deeper and more encompassing transportation.

Improved Logic

Logical thinking is, sadly, a skill that seems to be mostly ignored in public education these days. It’s truly sad because finely tuned logical abilities are critically important in our world. Nearly all video games train your mind in thinking logically.

Quicker Decision Making

This tends to go hand-in-hand with the previous example. Logical skills are a good thing, but they lose their luster if used slowly. Quick thinking skills are a good thing, but can be disastrous without proper logic. Putting the two together, however, can have an immensely beneficial impact on your life. Most games give you a time limit on reaching a decision, either in the form of a formal timer or in the form of somebody rushing at you with a shotgun or sword.
These three arguments are actually enough to make me believe that everyone should play video games. Everyone knows that stress relief is becoming increasingly important as our world becomes increasingly stressful. Quick decision making and logical reasoning are huge assets in life. So, the next time somebody starts ragging on you about ‘wasting your time” playing video games, you can fill them in just a little bit on the fact that you’re actually giving your brain one heck of a work out!

(by Gabriel J. Adams)
Vocabulary notes
due to – благодаря; вследствие; из-за
nourishment – питание 

1. According to the article, which of the following is true?

A Video games cause stress

B Video games relieve stress
2. The three main arguments in support of video game playing presented in this article are:

A stress relief, creative thinking, improved logic

B relationship building, stress relief, quick thinking

C improved logic, stress relief, quick thinking

3. What should be used slowly?

A  Neither

B Luster

C Logic

4. According to the article, when did the video game industry begin?

A Doesn't say

B In the 1980s

C In the 1970s

5. According to the article, playing video games is less effective at relieving stress than reading a book.

A True

B False

6. Which is better for stress relief?

A An easily learned game that can never be mastered

B An easily learned game that is difficult to master

C A challenging game that is easily mastered

7. Non-gamers often think gamers are:

A Wasting their time

B Wasting their life

C Wasting their money

8. According to the article, most video games train your mind to think:

A logically

B aggressively

C dangerously

D Doesn't say

9. According to the article, logical thinking skills need to be fine-tuned.

A True

B False

C Doesn’t say

10. According to the article, it is necessary to spend at least an hour a day playing video games to completely relieve stress.

A True

B False

C Doesn’t say

11. According to the article, what does public education do a good job at?

A None of these

B Teaching logical thinking skills

C Teaching quick thinking skills

D Teaching fine tuning abilities

12. Which type of game is more effective for stress relief?

A Easy and simple

B Complex and involved

C Difficult and multi-level

13. What helps to develop quick thinking skills?

A Danger

B Time limit

C Logic
14. What is the information in this article useful for?

A Helping to convince non-gamers that video games are not a waste of time

B Helping to convince non-gamers to play video games

C Helping to convince non-gamers that video games are value for money

15. What should you be sure to keep up with when gaming?

A Hygiene and nourishment

B Nourishment and relationships

C Relationships and hygiene
Read the extract. Select the correct answer

The World of American Poetry

Emily Dickinson published only a handful of poems during her lifetime, and she was so secretive about her writing that even her own family was not aware of her literary activities. Emily never married, and after the age of 30 she became increasingly reclusive, rarely venturing out of her family home in Amherst, Massachusetts. She did, however, take a keen interest in contemporary culture and science and was a lively and prolific correspondent. 

Her poetry was also abundant, and it was much concerned with the themes of religious conflict, nature, love, and death. Technically her poems show innovative use of rhyme and rhythm and exhibit intense emotion clearly and concisely expressed. After her death in 1886, her sister, Lavinia, discovered her entire unpublished output, over 1,700 poems in all, concealed in drawers. Four years after Emily's death, a selection of these was published and since then her reputation has grown immensely. Her poetry is now acclaimed throughout the world.

1. The word “reclusive” is closest in meaning to

A solitary

B distinct

C hostile

D lonely

2. The word “intense” is closest in meaning to

A  focused

B inhibited

C weird

D strong

3. In stating that Emily Dickinson was a “prolific correspondent”, the author means that

A her letters were profound

B her letters were entertaining

C she held many serious discussions

D she communicated a lot through letters

4. The word “concisely” is closest in meaning to

A accurately

B cryptically

C movingly

D succinctly
Read the extract. Select the correct answer

Deep Blue Seas

In the last couple of decades, marine researchers have observed that epidemic diseases are attacking a variety of sea creatures. Some of them are affecting rare species that are already at risk of extinction. For example, in the 1980s a mysterious epidemic struck a species of sea urchin in the Caribbean, wiping out over 90 percent of the population. Later in the same decade, harbor seals in the Baltic and North Seas succumbed to an unidentified affliction. The green sea turtle has expired in large numbers as a result of developing tumors, known as fibropapillomas, which eventually cover the creature and prevent it from seeing or eating.

Coral reefs and the species that inhabit them have also witnessed an explosion of new diseases. Most of these reported diseases are infections that have appeared recently or are increasing in incidence or geographic range. Some scientists infer that human activity is responsible for spreading these afflictions. Perhaps industrial pollution is weakening the immune systems of marine populations and making them more susceptible to pathogens.

1. The word “affliction” is closest in meaning to

A situation

B toxin

C disease

D seizure

2. The word “incidence” is closest in meaning to

A  rate of occurrence
B degree of circumstance

C degree of severity
D rate of exposure
3. In stating “The green sea turtle has expired in large numbers”, the author means that the sea turtles have

A died from an illness

B declined in numbers

C quit coming to the Caribbean

D become extinct in the Baltic and North Seas
4. The word “susceptible” is closest in meaning to

A attractive
B heedful
C perilous
D vulnerable
Read the extract. Select the correct answer

The Puzzling Psyche
Psychologists have found that privately made resolutions are rarely followed, whereas a public commitment to achieve some goal, such as losing weight or giving up smoking, is likely to be much more effective. This is because the approval of others for reaching one's target is valued. In contrast, disapproval for failure can lead to feelings of shame.

Advertising agencies have designed studies bearing out the truth of this observation. In their research, a group of strangers was bombarded with information about the qualities of a particular product. They were then asked to either announce out loud or write down privately whether they intended to buy the product. It was later discovered that those who publicly declared their intention to buy were considerably more likely to do so than those who affirmed their intentions in private.

In another study, an experimenter claiming to represent a local utility company interviewed homeowners, telling them he was investigating ways in which energy consumption could be reduced. Half the subjects, randomly selected, were told that if they agreed to conserve energy, their names would be mentioned in an article published in the local newspaper; the remaining half were told their names would not be used.
1. The word “resolutions” is closest in meaning to

A declarations

B explanations

C speculations

D persuasions

2. The word “bombarded” is closest in meaning to

A  bombed

B attacked

C saturated

D hampered

3. In stating “an experimenter claiming to represent a local utility company interviewed homeowners”, the author means that the experimenter who interviewed the homeowners was

A committing fraud

B working for a state utility company

C hiding his identity from the people in the study

D representing a claimant in a law case against the utility company

Read the extract. Select the correct answer
The Art of Architecture
In the twentieth century, architects in large cities designed structures in a way that reduced noise and yet made living as comfortable as possible. [A] They used such techniques as making walls hollow and filling this wall space with materials that absorb noise. Thick carpets and heavy curtains were used to cover floors and windows. Air conditioners and furnaces were designed to filter air through soundproofing materials. [B] However, after much time and effort had been spent in making buildings less noisy, it was discovered that people also reacted adversely to the lack of sound. [C] Now architects are designing structures that reduce undesirable noise but retain the kind of noise that people seem to need. [D]
Vocabulary notes
absorb – поглощать
furnace – очаг, печь 
undesirable – нежелательный 
1. The italicized word “They” in the passage refers to

A cities

B structures

C architects

D techniques

2. According to the passage, making walls hollow and filling this wall space with materials that absorb noise results in

A  filtered air

B a lack of sound

C an adverse reaction to noise

D a reduction in undesirable noise

3. The following sentence can be added to the passage: A silent home can cause feelings of anxiety and isolation.
Look at the four squares [A], [B], [C] and [D] that indicate where the sentence could be added. Where would the sentence best fit? Choose the letter of the square [A], [B], [C] or [D] that shows where the sentence should be added.

A A
B B
C C
D D
E None of them
Read the extract. Select the correct answer

Can You Imagine a House Without a Roof?

The gambrel roof design has an enduring appeal to many builders and homeowners. Originally a feature of Dutch colonial architectural style, the gambrel is a straight double-sloped roof joined at a central ridge. [A] The main distinguishing feature is that each roof side is broken into two planes, with the lower slope inclined at a steeper pitch than the upper. Sometimes the angle of the gambrel roof becomes shallower again at the eaves and projects over the wall of the house, giving a bell-shaped appearance in cross section. [B] The main advantage of the gambrel roof is that it creates a spacious interior on the upper floor of the house. [C] This makes it a perfect choice for a growing family. [D]
Vocabulary notes
Dutch – голландский
ridge – конек крыши 

1. The italicized word “feature” in the passage refers to

A the gambrel roof design

B the straight sloping roof

C the roof design in Holland

D the roof joined at a central ridge

2. The gambrel roof design of the Dutch colonial architectural style is appealing to homeowners because

A it has a bell-shaped appearance

B it creates a spacious upper floor

C the shape is traditional

D the angle becomes shallower at the eaves

3. The following sentence can be added to the passage: This spaciousness also makes the gambrel roof highly suitable for barn construction, since the upper floor can be used as a hayloft.

Look at the four squares [A], [B], [C] and [D] that indicate where the sentence could be added. Where would the sentence best fit? Choose the letter of the square [A], [B], [C] or [D] that shows where the sentence should be added.

A A

B B

C C

D D

E None of them
Read and translate the extract. Select the correct answer

Let’s Discuss Jewelry

Diamond value is based on four characteristics: carat, color, clarity, and cut. The size of a diamond is measured by carat weight. There are 100 points in a carat and 142 carats in an ounce. Each point above 1 carat is more valuable than each one below 1 carat. In other words, a stone that weighs more than 1 carat is more valuable per point than a stone that is smaller than 1 carat.
The scale used for rating color begins with D, which means the gem is absolutely colorless and, therefore, the most valuable. E and F are almost colorless. All three are good for investment purposes. A stone rated between G and J is good for jewelry. Beyond J the stones take on a slightly yellowish color, which gets deeper as the grade declines.

The clarity of a stone is determined by its lack of carbon spots, inner flaws, and surface blemishes. While most of these are invisible to the unaided eye, they do affect the diamond's brilliance. For jewelry, a diamond rated VVS1 (very, very slight imperfections) is as close to flawless as one will find. After that the scale goes to VVS2, VS1, VS2, SI1, SI2, and so on. The final characteristic is cut. [A] When shaped - whether round, oval, emerald, marquise, pear, or heart - the diamond should be faceted so that light is directed into the depths of the prism and then reflected outward again. [B] A well-cut diamond will separate the light into different colors when the light is reflected. [C] Only stones of similar shape should have their reflective qualities compared, as some shapes are more reflective than others. The round shape is the most reflective.[D]
1. Even though they affect a diamond's brilliance, slight carbon spots, inner flaws, and surface blemishes
A lack imperfections
B are rated VVS1

C cannot be seen with the naked eye
D can make a diamond more valuable
2. The following sentence can be added to the text: In contrast, a nearly flawless diamond that is not professionally cut will not acquire its full reflective potential, and thus, its value may be diminished.

Look at the last paragraph and find the four squares [A], [B], [C] and [D] that indicate where the sentence could be added. Where would the sentence best fit? Choose the letter of the square [A], [B], [C] or [D].

A A

B B

C C

D D
Read and translate the extract. Select the correct answer

Sleeping… Dreaming…
People who suffer from excessive drowsiness during the daytime may be victims of a condition known as "narcolepsy." Although most people may feel sleepy while watching TV or after eating a meal, narcoleptics may fall asleep at unusual or embarrassing times. They may doze while eating, talking, taking a shower, or even driving a car.

Victims can be affected in one of two ways. Most narcoleptics have several sleeping periods during each day with alert periods in between, but the minority feel drowsy almost all the time and are alert for only brief intervals. Many people with this condition also suffer from cataplexy - a form of muscular paralysis that can range from a mild weakness at the knees to complete immobility affecting the entire body. This condition lasts from a few seconds to several minutes and is often set off by intense emotions.

No reliable data exist showing how many people have narcolepsy. [A] Unfortunately, there is also little knowledge about the causes of this illness. [B] Researchers suggest that the problem may stem from the immune system's reacting abnormally to the brain's chemical processes. [C] Further studies have shown a link between narcolepsy and a number of genes, although it is quite possible for an individual to have these genes and not develop the disease. [D] There are also cases of twins where one member has narcolepsy but the other does not. Thus, an explanation based on genetics alone is not adequate.

1. Unlike most people who may feel drowsy after a meal or while watching TV, narcoleptics

A doze off at odd times

B sleep most of the time

C suffer in one of two ways

D have no trouble falling asleep

2. The following sentence can be added to the text: Some estimates put the number as high as 300,000 in the United States alone.
Look at the four squares [A], [B], [C] and [D] that indicate where the sentence could be added. Where would the sentence best fit? Choose the letter of the square [A], [B], [C] or [D] that shows where the sentence should be added.

A A

B B

C C

D D

E None of them
Read the extract. Select the correct answer

Super Roads
The incorporation of broken-down scrap tires into asphalt to produce a blend suitable for the construction of road surfaces is becoming widespread. The resulting material, asphalt-rubber, has several advantages over customary road-building materials. It can be applied in a reduced thickness, and this means that less material has to be mined and transported to the road site. Furthermore, roads constructed with this material require less maintenance than more conventional roads. Another benefit is the abatement of traffic noise, a serious issue in urban areas. Perhaps most important, the reduction and possible eventual elimination of waste tires with all their attendant environmental problems may one day become a reality.

Vocabulary notes
scrap – зд. утильсырье
elimination – элиминация, удаление 

1. The word “scarp” is closest in meaning to

A waste

B outdated

C rough

D broken

2. The word “customary” is closest in meaning to

A  special

B unusual

C regular

D suitable

3. In stating “Another benefit is the abatement of traffic noise”, the author means that the traffic noise has

A subsided

B become beneficial

C become a serious issue

D benefited from the construction

4. The word “elimination” is closest in meaning to

A revision

B fulfillment

C reduction

D eradication

Read and translate the extract. Select the correct answer

The Precious Cargo
On December 4, 1872, the brigantine Mary Celeste, carrying 1,700 barrels of crude alcohol en route from New York to Genoa, was found abandoned and drifting in the Atlantic Ocean between the Azores and Portugal. The crew of the Dei Gratia, the cargo ship that found the Mary Celeste, inspected her carefully and then sailed her to Gibraltar to collect the large salvage reward. Their report given at the inquiry suggests that the captain, his wife, his young daughter, and the seven-man crew had deserted the ship in a great hurry. The captain's bed was unmade, something unheard of in a well-run ship, which the Mary Celeste was known to be. The oilskin boots and pipes belonging to the crew had also been left, although the chronometer, sextant, and lifeboat were missing. The cargo was intact, although some barrels had leaked and two of the hatches were not in place.

Several theories have been propounded to explain why those aboard left a perfectly seaworthy vessel to risk their lives on an open boat. It has been suggested that they were the victims of alien abduction or sea-monster attacks. Such outlandish notions are hardly credible. The idea that the ship was a victim of piracy can also be discounted, since the cargo and other valuables were untouched.
A possible explanation is that some event made the captain fear for the safety of the ship. [A] In fact, recently studied seismic records indicate that a violent earthquake, whose epicenter was on the seafloor in the region where the Mary Celeste was sailing, occurred some days before the ship's discovery. [B] If the ship had been subjected to intense shocks caused by the quake, all aboard may have hastily abandoned ship to avoid what they imagined might be its imminent destruction from an explosion of the combustible cargo. [C] A severed rope found dangling from the side of the Mary Celeste suggests that the evacuees trailed behind in the lifeboat, attached to the ship, waiting for the crisis to pass. [D] Great waves may then have snapped the rope and capsized the smaller boat, whose occupants would have disappeared without a trace.

1. The italicized phrase “Such outlandish notions” in the passage refers to

A risking their lives in an open boat

B alien abduction or sea-monster attacks

C piracy
D mutiny
2. The following sentence can be added to the last paragraph: The need to circulate air to prevent such a blast could explain why the crew left two hatches open. Look at the four squares [A], [B], [C] and [D] that indicate where the sentence could be added. Choose the letter of the square: [A], [B], [C] or [D].

Read the extract. Select the correct answer

· I Saw Portraits. They Were Beautiful.

· Portraits? It Was a Rocky Mountain!

Every year about two million people visit Mount Rushmore, where the faces of four U.S. presidents were carved in granite by the sculptor Gutzon Borglum and his son. The creation of the Mount Rushmore monument took 14 years - from 1927 to 1941 - and nearly a million dollars. These were times when money was difficult to come by, and many people were jobless. To help him with this sculpture, Borglum hired laid-off workers from the closed-down mines in the Black Hills area of South Dakota. He taught these men to dynamite, drill, carve, and finish the granite as they were hanging in midair in his specially devised chairs, which had many safety features.

Borglum used dynamite to remove 90 percent of the 450,000 tons of rock from the mountain quickly and relatively inexpensively. His workmen became so skilled that without causing damage, they could blast to within four inches of the finished surface and grade the contours of the facial features. Borglum was proud of the fact that no workers were killed or seriously injured during the years of blasting and carving the granite. Considering the workers regularly used dynamite and heavy equipment, this was a remarkable feat.
During the carving, many changes in the original design had to be made to keep the carved heads free of large fissures that were uncovered. However, not all the cracks could be avoided, so Borglum concocted a mixture of granite dust, white lead, and linseed oil to fill them.

Every winter, water from melting snow gets into the fissures and expands as it freezes, making the fissures bigger. Consequently, every autumn maintenance work is done to refill the cracks. To preserve this national monument for future generations, the repairers swing out in space over a 500-foot drop and fix the monument with the same mixture that Borglum used.
Vocabulary notes
carve – зд. высекать в камне
mine – шахта
drill – сверлить; бурить
facial features – черты лица
feat – подвиг; ловкость; мастерство, искусство
fissure – трещина, расщелина; излом
crack – трещина, щель
maintenance – поддержание, сохранение
linseed – льняное семя
1. The author of the passage indicates that the men Borglum hired were

A trained sculptors

B laid-off stone carvers

C Black Hills volunteers
D unemployed miners
4. According to the passage, today Mount Rushmore needs to be

A protected from air pollution

B polished for tourists

C restored during the winter

D repaired periodically
3. Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential information.
A Since cracks could not be avoided, Borglum tried various materials to cover them.
B In order to fill the unavoidable cracks, Borglum invented a mixture for filling them.
C A mixture was uncovered by Borglum during the changes in design needed to avoid cracks.
D Because cracks could not be avoided, Borglum bought a mixture of granite dust, white lead, and linseed oil.
2. According to the passage, what achievement did Borglum pride himself on?

A The four presidential faces in granite that he had sculpted

B The removal of 90 percent of the 450,000 tons of rock quickly and at a relatively low cost

C His safety record of no deaths or serious injuries during the years of work with heavy equipment and dynamite

D His skillful training of the labor force that enabled blasts of dynamite to be within inches of the contour lines of the faces

5. The passage discusses all of the following aspects of the creation of the Mount Rushmore carvings except
A where the people who worked on Mount Rushmore came from
B why Borglum carved the heads of four U.S. presidents
C how Borglum dealt with fissures that could not be avoided
D when repairs to this national monument are made
Read the extract. Select the correct answer

Welcome to Ancient Continents
Teotihuacán is the largest and most impressive urban archaeological site of ancient America, covering an area of roughly 20 square kilometers. The city was at one time thought to be the religious center of the Toltecs but is now believed to be a creation of an earlier civilization about whose origins little is known. The earliest artifacts from Teotihuacán date from over 2,000 years ago, but the period of greatest expansion dates from 200 CE to 500 CE. At its peak the city is estimated to have had a population of up to 200.000 inhabitants, with residential areas extending throughout the built-up area. Judging by regionally dispersed finds of the image of the rain god Tlaloc, of "thin orange wear" pottery and of the characteristic architectural forms, the influence of Teotihuacán was widespread. It is not clear what caused the city's decline and eventual abandonment, but the evidence points to overpopulation, a depletion of resources, and the possible sacking by adversaries.

The primary axis of the city was the Avenue of the Dead, which extends for 2.5 kilometers through the center of the urban area, starting in the north at the Moon Plaza and continuing beyond the Great Compound complexes to the south. The avenue divided Teotihuacán into two sections with apartment compounds arranged on either side, often symmetrically, suggesting a highly planned layout from the earliest phases of construction.

The vast Pyramid of the Sun, located in the middle of the central zone, is the tallest and most dominant structure of Teotihuacán, with a height of 65 meters and a base covering approximately 10 acres. At one time the edifice was surmounted by a temple. A cave located underneath the pyramid and possibly used for ritual activities hints at its religious importance. The Pyramids of the Moon and Feathered Serpent are other notable ceremonial sites nearby.

A particular feature of the architecture of many of the pyramidal platforms at this site is the series of sloping apron walls, known as taluds, interspersed with vertical panels – tuberose – producing a step-like appearance. Originally all such structures would have been covered with a layer of stucco and then painted, often with pictures of animals and mythological creatures.

Vocabulary notes
adversary – враг, противник, оппонент
axis – ось

layout – планировка, план, расположение; разметка
panel – панель, филенка
sloping – косой, скошенный; наклонный, покатый
1 According to the passage, the dispersed finds from Teotihuacan indicate that

A the city is over 2,000 years old

B the city had an estimated population of as many as 200,000 inhabitants

C the residential areas extended throughout the urbanized area

D the city greatly influenced the surrounding areas

2. According to the passage, which of the following statements about the decline of Teotihuacan is known to be true?

A The people migrated to another city

B The population of the city starved

C The city was invaded by neighbors

D The cause of the decline is uncertain

3. According to the passage, the symmetrical layout around the Avenue of the Dead

A divided the city into two sections, one of which had apartment compounds for the living

B started at the Moon Plaza, continued past the Great Compound complexes, and extended as far as the center of the urban area

C included a primary axis of the city

D indicated that the city layout was planned before building began

4. Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential information
A A feature of the pyramidal architecture is the many platforms that make up the steps
B The sloping walls of the pyramid have occasional vertical panels, which gives the appearance of steps
C The architectural features known as taluds and tableros are a particular feature of the many pyramidal platforms
D A series of sloping walls combined with vertical panels produces the appearance of steps that form the pyramidal platforms
5. All of the following are mentioned as having been found in the Teotihuacan area except
A market streets
B religious artifacts
C ceremonial structures
D residential districts
Read the extract. Select the correct answer

Want to Take a Photo? It’s Easy!

In the eleventh century, people noticed that if a small hole were put in one wall of a darkened room, then light coming through the aperture would make a picture of the scene outside on the opposite wall of the room. A room like this was called a camera obscura. Artists later used a box to create a camera obscura, with a lens in its opening to make the picture clearer. But it was not possible to preserve the image that was produced in the box.
In 1727, Johann Heinrich Schulze mixed chalk, silver, and nitric acid in a bottle. He found that when the mixture was subjected to light, it became darker. In 1826, Joseph Nicephore Niepce put some paper dipped in a light-sensitive chemical into his camera obscura, which he left exposed in a window. The result was probably the first permanent photographic image. The image Niepce made was a negative, a picture in which all the white parts are black and all the black parts are white. Later, Louis Daguerre found a way to reverse the black and white parts to make positive prints. But when he looked at the pictures in the light, the chemicals continued to react and the pictures went dark. In 1837, he found a way to fix the image. These images are known as daguerreotypes.

Many developments of photographic equipment were made in the nineteenth century. Glass plates coated with light-sensitive chemicals were used to produce clear, sharp. positive prints on paper. In the 1870s, George Eastman proposed using rolls of paper film, coated with chemicals, to replace glass plates. Then, in 1888, Eastman began manufacturing the Kodak camera, the first "modern" lightweight camera that people could carry and use.

During the twentieth century, many technological improvements were made. One of the most important was color film. Colour film is made from layers of chemicals that are sensitive to red, green, and blue light, from which all other colors can be made. Despite the fact that the space age has witnessed the creation of an array of technological marvels, until recently even the ability to take photographs of distant galaxies from above the Earth's atmosphere via orbiting satellites was grounded in the basic principles of photography that Niepce used when he took his first fuzzy negative pictures.

Vocabulary notes
hole – дыра; отверстие; прорезь
aperture – отверстие; скважина; дыра, дырка, щель
camera obscura – камера-обскура (от лат. obscurus – темный), стеноп, прототип фотографического аппарата, представляющий собой затемненное помещение или закрытый ящик с малым отверстием в одной из стенок, выполняющим роль объектива.
1. The first camera obscura can be described as nothing more than

A a darkened room in which an image was projected onto a wall

B a preserved image of a darkened room projected in a box

C a box with a lens, which projected an image onto a wall in a dark room

D a hole in a wall into which a lens could be inserted to project an image

2. According to the passage, what problem did Daguerre encounter?

A His pictures were all negative images
B He could not find a way to make positive images
C His positive images would darken
D He could not reverse the fixed image
3. According to the passage, George Eastman built a camera that
A used chemically coated glass plates
B produced light-sensitive prints
C used chemicals to produce clear, sharp, and positive prints
D was portable
4. Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential information
A The layers of chemicals that make up color film are sensitive to all colors that can be made
B Color film uses chemicals that are sensitive to red, green, and blue light
C Red, green, and blue light are the essential colors from which all colors can be chemically made
D The layers of chemicals on color film are sensitive to red, green, and blue light that, combined, can make all colors
5. All of the following people are mentioned as working with photographic images except
A Johann Heinrich Schulze
B Joseph Nicephore Niepce
C Louis Daguerre
D George Eastman
6. What is the main idea of the passage?
A The photographs are important in our life

B The history of photography

C Invention of camera obscura
D George Eastman’s biography
Read the extract. Select the correct answer

A Myth or a Mystery?

Generations of American schoolchildren have been taught the story of how the Great Fire of Chicago in October 1871 was started by Daisy, a cow belonging to one Mrs. O'Leary. The cow, stabled in a barn behind Mrs. O'Leary's house, supposedly kicked over a kerosene lamp, which set fire to hay and other combustible materials stored there. The blaze quickly spread, and fanned by a strong southwest wind and aided by intensely dry conditions, the conflagration engulfed and entirely destroyed more than three square miles of built-up area. Almost 100,000 people were left homeless, and about 300 lost their lives. Property damage was estimated at 200 million dollars, an immense sum in those days.

Soon after the fire, the O'Leary-cow story became an almost unchallenged truth and, over the years, took on the status of a modern-day myth - a staple ingredient in the fabric of American folklore. However, there are good reasons to believe that neither Mrs. O'Leary nor Daisy was culpable. First, a police reporter later claimed to have invented the whole story. Of course, this is not a conclusive refutation, but his reasoning was valid and his alternative suggestions credible. Furthermore, the testimony of one of the main witnesses, a neighbor called "Peg Leg" Sullivan, is now thought to be questionable. Some claim he invented the story to avoid censure, since he himself was not above suspicion and there were inconsistencies in his account. Other accusers have focused the blame on a variety of targets - some local boys smoking in the barn, a different neighbor, an unnamed terrorist organization, spontaneous combustion, and, most recently, an asteroid. The asteroid theory gains credence from the fact that on the same night as the Chicago fire, neighboring states suffered more than a dozen major fires. One fire destroyed the entire town of Peshtigo, Wisconsin, with the loss of more than 1,200 lives.

Whatever the real origin of the fire, the truth is that it was inevitable, given the near-drought conditions of the time and the fact that much of the city consisted of densely packed wooden shacks served by an undermanned fire department. It seems that Mrs. O'Leary and her cow were perhaps no more than convenient and vulnerable scapegoats on which a devastated populace could center its frustrations.

Vocabulary notes
Great Fire of Chicago – Великий чикагский пожар, который продолжался с 8 октября по 10 октября 1871 года. Пожар уничтожил большую часть города Чикаго, при этом многие жители города погибли.

blaze – яркий огонь, пламя
blame – порицание; неодобрение, осуждение, упрек
suspicion – подозрение

credence – доверие
1. What myth has been told to generations of American schoolchildren?

A That many people lost their lives and many were left homeless

B That the Great Fire of Chicago was started by a cow kicking over a lamp

C How much the property damage caused by the Great Fire of Chicago cost

D How fast the Great Fire of Chicago spread and how much of the Chicago area was destroyed

2. What did "Peg Leg" Sullivan do?

A He set the barn on fire while smoking.

B He accused some local boys.

C He gave a suspicious account.

D He came up with some believable alternatives.

3. Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in the passage? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential information.

A The number of fires in the surrounding states on the same night as the Chicago fire supports the asteroid theory

B There were a number of fires throughout the city of Chicago, and this supports the asteroid theory

C The numerous fires on the same night as the Chicago fire means that asteroids were to blame

D Asteroids may have caused the unusually high number of fires in Chicago on the same night

4. All of the following are mentioned as possible reasons that the fire was so devastating except
A the lack of rain

B fire-prone building materials

C too few firefighters

D a riotous populace

5. According to the passage, Mrs. O'Leary's cow

A is a myth

B is folklore

C was a scapegoat

D did not exist
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